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International rank of U.S. child well-being1: 26th

Portion of five-year-olds in the U.S. not ready to learn when entering kindergarten2: 40%

Portion of Americans age 17-24 not qualified for military service in 2012 because they 
were overweight, too poorly educated, had emotional problems, or had a criminal record3: 
3/4

Rank of U.S. high school graduation rate among rich nations in 1970 and 20144,5: 1st, 23rd

Percentage of new mothers in the U.S. who return to work by the time their infants are 3 
months old6,  some because they want to, most because they have to7: 40%

Number of months of paid parental leave in Hungary, Germany and France by law8,9:  
24, 14, 10

Number of months of paid parental leave in the U.S. under federal law10: 0

Rank of U.S. among 45 rich nations for quality, affordability and availability of childcare11: 
22nd, 16th, 31st

Average cost for center-based childcare per child per year12: $10,000

Portion of childcare centers in the U.S. that are accredited13: 1 in 10

Annual median wage for childcare workers in the U.S.14: $19,600  
(less than poverty level for family of three)

Portion of children age 0-5 living in poverty15,16: 1 in 4

Portion of children age 0-5 living in poverty who are White, Black, and Hispanic15,16: 
31%, 24%, 36%

Number of rich nations that do NOT guarantee workers any paid vacations, paid 
holidays, paid sick leave, or paid maternity leave by federal law17,18: 1 (the United States)

Rank of U.S. in GDP in the world19: 1st

Do These Numbers Add Up?
Early Childhood in America
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